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Year 2 experience 
life in the 12th 
Century 

On 18 September, Year 2 accompanied by 

several parents had a fascinating day finding 

out what it was like living in a  castle in the 12th 

century.  

The pupils did some weaving and made soap, 

gargoyles, pomanders, leather finger protectors, 

salves, bread and little scent bags in the 

morning.  

In the afternoon, the children had a feast with 

singing, dancing, plays and jousting for 

entertainment. It was lots of fun and they all 

learnt so much about life 900 years ago.  

From MIss Wigston 

Term Dates 
2010 –2011 
Autumn Term 
Start of term 
Wednesday 8th September 
Half Term 
Saturday 23rd October to Sunday 
7th November 
Term ends 
Wednesday 15th December 

Spring Term 
Start of term 
Wednesday 5th January 
Half Term 
Saturday 19th February to Sunday 
27th February 
Term ends 
Friday 1st April 

Summer Term 
Start of term 
Wednesday 27th April 
Half Term 
Saturday 28th May to Sunday 5th 
June 
Term ends 

Brief items 
Homework and out of school commitments 
May we remind all parents that whilst we encourage out of school sports and other activities we do expect 

pupils to be organised in regard to their homework commitments. When evening activities or family events are 

known in advance then pupils may request to complete homework at lunchtime of the day it is set, where 

possible. 

Morning drop off 
Following the success of the trial drop-off arrangements we have decided to 

extend this system to parents with Senior and Junior children. For safety 

please ensure that  Junior pupils alight their cars on the right hand side of the 

vehicle to enable them to enter the playground without crossing the traffic 

flow. Those with infant children should still go to the main car park. 

Speech day photographs 
Photographs which were taken at the Speech Day ceremony are on display in 

the entrance of Swire House. Should you wish to purchase any, please give the 

number of the photo to Mrs Newland in the office. Prints cost 35p each.  

HOUSEPOINT       
TOTALS 

St Alban  — 1308 

St Christopher — 1597 

St Francis — 1406 

St George — 1401 

 

Zoë Hill and Kiera Spearing —Year 2 

Year 2 pupils with Mrs Porter 



Pupil achievements 
London Skyride 2009 
Well done to Henry Morgan, Jasmine Franklin, Lois and Bryn Richards on completing the London Skyride 2009 on 

Sunday 20th September.  This involved a 15Km cycle ride around the whole of London whilst the Mayor closed 

down the streets to cars.  It was a sunny day which added to the enjoyment and they saw all the sights of London 

including the Tower of London, the  Monument, St. Paul's Cathedral and Buckingham Palace. Henry, Jasmine, Lois 

and Bryn took the train up to the Skyride and rode the first half in around 1.5 hours and after a picnic in St James 

Park continued and their tired legs took them to the finish mid afternoon.  

Ballet success 
Earlier this year, Hannah Copping-Jones (5T) was successful in securing a place in the 2009 National Youth Ballet 

cast. After an intensive 2-week training schedule at Tring during the summer holidays, there were 5 performances at 

Tunbridge Wells in late August/early September with a final Gala performance at Sadler’s Wells in London which 

was attended by Wayne Sleep. The Junior Associates (of which Hannah is a member) performed a dance called 

‘Ship Ahoy’ choreographed by Judith Harris.  Congratulations also to Claudia King (1F) and Sadie John (1S) who have both passed their ‘Rosette’ 

award in ballet.  

Fun run 
Hallie Copping-Jones (2P) took part in the Bishops 

Stortford Fun Run on 27 September and completed 

the 1 mile course in a time of 8 minutes, 14 seconds 

taking 1st prize.  

If any pupils are interested in entering next year, there 

are shields awarded to schools who have the fastest 

runners in the KS 1, 2 & 3 races.  

Poetry Rivals 2009  
In the last newsletter I was pleased to announce 

Bethany Commins’ success for having her poem chosen for publication in the Poetry Rivals 2009 

competition. Bethany’s poem ‘Seasons’  is printed here. I am delighted to add that Frazer Barnes 

9B, Emily Collins, Lucy Fish, Chloe Lewis (10S) have also had their poems selected for 

publication. Well done to them all. The Poetry Rivals’ Collection 2009 will be published on 31st 

October 2009. 

Sports news….. 
Pupils have been working very hard in fantastic 

conditions in swimming and basketball up to 

half-term. Timetable changes have occurred 

affecting Yr3 (PE Thurs P2) and Yr8 (PE Wed 

P1—Wk B) and Yr4 (PE Thurs P2).  

Letters were sent out to a few pupils to swap 

PE groups as a supportive change to help their 

ability development and accommodate the skills 

of new pupils.  

Team selection criteria  
A note will be published in all relevant sporting 

areas, highlighting the school’s selection 

criteria.  

Swimming 
The U11 Junior swim squad were beaten by 

Howe Green in their first gala. The letter sent 

to parents included Gala details for each 

Monday until half-term. Unfortunately, Pear 

Street Mead will not now be present on 12 

October. Good luck to all pupils selected for 

the Junior ISA Regional Gala at Ipswich on 

Wednesday, 7 October. Our thanks go to Mrs 

Byfield for her help in recent swimming 

lessons.  

Year 1 PE & swimming 
Unfortunately we have had to make changes to 

Y1’s PE and swimming times. From next week 

the new days will be: 

1F Mon—PE, Weds—Swim, Thurs—Swim 

1S Mon—Swim, Tues—PE, Weds—Swim 

Fixture dates 
Tuesday 20 October—West Essex XC,  

Wednesday  4 November—Senior ISA Gala, 

Saturday 14 November—National ISA Gala 

Along with many inter-school fixtures on a 

weekly basis.  

Match Reports 
Football  
U11 v The Downs & Churchgate 
Street 
Well done to all players during this first fixture 

of the season. Inviting 2 teams to St Nic’s 

allowed us to field 2 teams and involve more 

Y5 and Y6 pupils.  

The overall result:: 1st – The Downs, 2nd – St 

Nic’s (yellow),  3rd – St Nic’s (blue), 4th – 

Churchgate Street. Well done to all players.  

U9, U11 and U13 v St Aubyn’s 
Well done to all Yr4/5/6/7/8 & 9 players who 

took on St Aubyn’s. Scores were: U9 2-6,  U11 

2-2, U13 0-10. 

Results 
U13 v Stewards 0-0,  U16 v Stewards 2-1 

Netball 
U13 v Mark Hall – 23 September 
Well done to all the U13 players. The final 

score was 16-10 to Mark Hall but there were 

great goals for Saint Nic’s from Shannon 

Veitch and Sharon Nyamande (8T).  

U13 v Burnt Mill – 30 September 
Success for the U13 team winning 10-4 against 

Burnt Mill with great goal scoring and defence. 

The Player of the Match went to Eleanor 

Gibson.  

Well done everyone and keep up the good 

work! 

Hallie Copping-Jones (5T)  

Hannah Copping-Jones (5T)  

  SEASONS 
by Bethany Commins 10S 

The season spring returns again, 

The flowers always appear from start, 

The new beginning will be attained, 

The leap which springs from the hart. 

 

No longer shall dark seal the sky, 

The sight of butterflies is the usual one, 

The sly creature that’s makes the pry, 

The warm illumination that appears as sun. 

 

The change of colour from orange to brown, 

The process in which the coloured leaves drop, 

The conkers which crash along way down, 

The warm feel turns and stops. 

 

The fall of white which we call snow, 

The children’s breath in the chilled air, 

The cold which replaces the good old glow, 

The hibernation of the plumping bear. 


